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Preface
Professor Tsugunori Nogura at the “Ettore Majorana” Centre backyard.
© 2008 Copyright by James Keesling.
During June 9–19, 2008, nearly 130 mathematicians from 25 countries gathered in Erice (Sicily, Italy) at the Centre
for Scientiﬁc Culture “Ettore Majorana” to honor Professor Tsugunori Nogura on the occasion of his sixtieth birthday and
to participate in the 49th Workshop of the International School of Mathematics “Guido Stampacchia” dedicated to Advances in
Set-Theoretic Topology.
Professor Tsugunori Nogura is a leading expert in general and set-theoretic topology. He is well known for his funda-
mental contributions to a variety of topics such as convergence theory, the Stone–Cˇech compactiﬁcation of the integers,
the structure of hyperspace topologies and properties of their continuous selections, among others. He has signiﬁcantly
contributed to the advancement of the ﬁeld not only with his groundbreaking research, but also as an organizer of nine
international and numerous domestic conferences in topology, as well as a supervisor of ﬁve PhD students. His passionate
drive for international cooperation has transformed Ehime University and Matsuyama City in the countryside of Shikoku
Island in Japan into an established international research center in general and set-theoretic topology. We cordially wish
Professor Nogura good health and continued success in his research and organizational endeavors for many years to come!
The conference featured 6 keynote addresses, 9 workshop mini-courses and 82 invited and contributed lectures cover-
ing a wide range of subjects of modern set-theoretic topology including (but not limited to) convergence properties and
structures, dimension theory, general topology and its applications, hyperspaces and selections, set theory and set-theoretic
methods in mathematics, and topological algebra.
The papers in the present volume have been selected from lectures and mini-courses presented at the conference that
meet the high standards of Topology and its Applications.0166-8641/$ – see front matter © 2010 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.topol.2010.01.001
1248 Preface / Topology and its Applications 157 (2010) 1247–1248Neither the conference itself nor the present volume would have been possible without the substantial help of many
dedicated individuals and the generous ﬁnancial support of several institutions.
We are indebted to Professor Antonino Zichichi, the president of the “Majorana” Centre, for his kind hospitality and
strong support that made possible the organization of this conference, and to Professor Franco Giannessi, the director of the
School of Mathematics, for his devoted oversight during all phases of the event.
We gratefully acknowledge the generous ﬁnancial support of Italian Ministry of University and Research, Italian National
Council of Research (CNR), Sicilian Regional Government, Burgundy University, Mathematical Institute of Burgundy, Ehime
University and University of Trieste. Their support contributed profoundly to the success of this conference.
We thank the authors for their valuable contributions and highly appreciate the referees’ commitment to providing
competent, fast and thorough reviews that resulted in a substantial improvement of several manuscripts and facilitated
timely publication of the whole volume.
We are grateful to Professor Jerry Vaughan, the Editor-in-Chief of Topology and its Applications, for his professional help
with publication of the proceedings.
We are obliged to Professor James Keesling for his kind permission to include into this volume his lovely photo of
Professor Tsugunori Nogura taken during the conference.
The other members of the Organizing Committee wish to thank Professor Dmitri Shakhmatov for his invaluable contri-
bution to preparation of the conference and constant stimulation to authors and referees during processing of this volume.
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